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President’s Message 
 Over the past several months the club has been offering a series of clinics for beginners and those 

who are interested in driving.  We started with the first session during the Ram Tap practice day with 

Denise Cuendett giving a clinic and instruction to those who attended.  Since then we have built upon that 

group of interested drivers to take several to the next levels of training during the last 2 sessions.  Many of 

the participants have taken the strategies home with them to continue their training and to practice what 

they have learned.  This has also prepared them for the next level of skills to be presented at the following 

clinic.   

 It seems that these sessions have become very important to the new driver as well as the training of 

their horse.  This has created the huge task of doing double duty at each session.  We are basically 

training and giving new drivers the “tools” to train their own horses to drive, as well as giving them 

instruction in basic driving.  The sessions have therefore been divided into 2 parts.  The first part of the day 

is for ground driving and getting the horse used to the harness, a new environment, conditions, or 

obstacles, and the second for driving a well broke horse to get a feel for the reins.   

Since all the participants are at different levels, we have had to give individual instruction to address 

their needs.  Some have already hitched their horse, while others are still at the ground driving stage, and 

will need to do more homework.  In any case, they all have a target and have an idea what they need to be 

working on.  Luckily, we have not had large number of participants, so we have had the time to work with 

each to address problems or needs.  

Although it has been a lot of work for us, the sessions have provided an opportunity for new drivers 

to get the experience needed to safely participate in the sport, and to progress at a reasonable pace to fit 

their needs.  I can possibly see a continuation of these sessions, in some form, to bring in more people and 

to develop the skills of those who have started.  At each session at least one or two new folks attend to get 

an idea of the sport, so spread the word.  The next session will be at Jack and Marie’s McKee’s place on 

June 11.  There is also talk of putting on a “Pre-Training” level HDT so that some of the new drivers can try 

out their new skills.  More on that later.   Thanks to all those who have helped with these sessions. 

Brent Patten 

 

 

Next CVHA Meeting: 

Wednesday, June 1, 2011 

at Denny’s on 

Blackstone 

at Herndon, Fresno 

7:00 P.M. 

Guests Welcome! 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVHA Beginner Clinics 
By Brent Patten 

 This spring the CVHA has offered a series of clinics for new drivers or anyone who was 

interested in learning more about the sport of driving.  The first clinic was scheduled as part of 

the annual Ram Tap “Playday”, which is a day to give drivers an opportunity to use the Ram 

Tap grounds to practice, condition or just to have some fun driving time.  Denise Cuendett was 

instrumental in giving introductory instruction to this first group of participants who were in 

attendance.  Demonstrations were given along with providing them with a chance to take a ride 

with an experienced driver and to even take the reins to get a “feel” for driving a trained horse. 

 Each month following Ram Tap, an additional training clinic has been scheduled to allow 

new drivers a chance to work with their horses and develop their driving skills.  The April clinic 

was held at the Patten Ranch with the May clinic in Dunlap at Susan and Dean Castang’s 

property.  These clinics were attended by a varied group of interested drivers with different 

levels of driving experience.  The sessions have also addressed the needs of a variety of 

horses with different backgrounds as well.  All sizes of horses, from minis to drafts, have 

participated in the training with their owners.  

 The session days were divided into 2 parts, so as to give the participants a chance to 

work with their horse and also an opportunity to drive a well experienced horse.  Much of the 

morning, and a major portion of the day, was devoted to getting instructions while ground 

driving and attending demonstrations on correct harnessing and hitching.  Ground driving also 

included driving through a cones course with obstacles, water, and other conditions to expose 

the horse to various driving situations.  During lunch there was plenty of time to share, discuss, 

and ask questions about what was learned.  Then after lunch some of the more advanced 

drivers were ready to hook-up, while others took turns driving with one of the more experienced 

members to get first hand introductory instruction in reining. 

The combination of new drivers with horses of varied experiences has made for some 

very busy sessions for the club members.  As was stated by one participant at the end of the 

day, “My brain is on over load.”  The participants also noted that they had plenty to work on 

when they got home.  The next session will be a Jack and Marie McKee’s on June 11th.    

Pictures continued on next page… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

more action from the 

Beginner’s Clinic Series 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening? 
Miniature Drill Team – Madera, CA 
Second Saturday of the month all year.  
Whiffletree Ranch, Jack & Marie McKee  
(559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netpc.net  
 

June 4-5, 2011 – Pleasure Days Carriage  
Driving Show – Tejon, CA 
Kathy LaChaine (805) 703-0743 
 

June 11, 2011 – Basic Training 
Clinic/Whip Clinic/Tack Sale/Mini 
Quadrille Practice – Madera, CA 
At Whiffletree Ranch.  Training follow-up 
clinic, whip clinic, scurry/cones clinic 
w/courses, used tack sale, Mini Quadrille 
Team practice, BYO lunch & chair.  
Jack & Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 
 

June 15 – 18, 2011 – Mariposa Pioneer Wagon Train 
– Mariposa, CA 
http://www.mariposawagontrain.org  
 

June 24-26, 2011 – Summer Festival CDE- Wilton, CA 
Debbie Packard. claystationhorsepark.com 
 (916) 687-7948  
 

July 1-3, 2011 – CDE at Inavale Ranch –  
Philomath, OR  
Frances Bowersock  beesock@colton.com  or 
http://cdeatinavale.sitesvp.com/  
 

July 10, 2011 ETI National Carriage Driving Horse 
Show  – Moorpark, CA  
Oak Run Farm.  Katie Twohy (818) 768-5560  
www.etinational.com  
 

*July 16-17, 2011 – Driven Dressage Festival-  
Arroyo Grande, CA 
Diane Kastama (805) 343- 6026 
*See flyer in this issue. 
 

July 29-31, 2011 - Duck Club HDT & Pleasure Drive – 
Oxnard, CA 
Geoff Gee (310) 456-2451  
 

For a more comprehensive calendar of  

upcoming events,  

Please visit the Western Regional Calendar, 

Courtesy of Celine Rickards 

and Carriage Driving Essentials at: 
http://www.carriagedrivingessentials.com/calendar.php 

 

CVHA Newsletter Advertising Rates: 

Classified Ads: 

Members: $3 with a maximum of 25 words.  

$5 with a photo and maximum of 25 words. 

Non-Members: $5 with a maximum of 25 words.  

$8 with a photo and maximum of 25 words. 

Per Issue Rates: 

Quarter Page$10 

Half Page $20 

Annual Rates: 

Business card ad: $35 per year (12 issues) 

Quarter Page: $60 per year (12 issues) 

Half Page: $75 per year (12 issues) 

Full Page:  $150 per year (12 issues) 

Articles & Photos: 

This is your newsletter, please send any driving 

event news & photos for publication to  

krknight1@aol.com   

or snail mail to: 

Kristi Knight 

114 S. Anderson Rd. 

Exeter, CA 93221 

The CVHA Newsletter is published monthly and is 

e-mailed to members and posted on the website  

on the members’ page on the 15th of the month.   

Deadline for articles, photos & ads is the 12th of 

the month (or sooner,preferably). 
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May 21 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande  Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

May 22 Sargent Equestrian CA Scurry –New Date Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

May 22 Brass Oak Buggy Buddy Days Arroyo Grande  Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

May 24-29  Bishop Mule Days Celebration Bishop, CA www.muledays.org   

May 28-29 Claystation Horse Park  HDT Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

June 1 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

June 4-5 Pleasure Days Carriage Driving Show Tejon, CA Kathy LaChaine (805) 703-0743 

June 10-12 Western States Horse Expo – Cal Expo Sacramento, CA (800) 352-2411 

June 11 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

June 11 MINIATURE DRILL TEAM PRACTICE & 
DRIVING CLINIC/USED TACK SALE 

MADERA, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

June 11-12  Shady Oaks Cones/Hazard Clinic  Lodi, CA Virginia Miner vwminer@me.com  

June 15-18 Mariposa Pioneer Wagon Train Mariposa, CA www.mariposawagontrain.org 

June 18  Whip’rsnappers Adohr Drive Oxnard,CA Sharon Gee (310) 456-2451 

June 19 Sargent Equestrian CA Scurry- New Date Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

June 24-26 Summer Festival CDE Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

July 1-3, 2011  CDE at Inavale Ranch Philomath, OR Frances Bowersock beesock@colton.com  
http://cdeatinavale.sitesvp.com/ 

July 9 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

July 9 Frank Luetz Lessons  Santa Paula Frank Luetz (805) 525-4929 

July 10  Sargent Equestrian CA Scurry Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

July 10  ETI National Carriage Driving Show Moorpark, CA Katie Twohy (818) 768-5560 
www.etinational.com  

July 16-17 Driven Dressage Festival Arroyo Grande Diane Kastama (805) 343-6026 

July 23 Overlook Obstacles Clinic Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

July 23 Claystation Playday/Lessons Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

July 29-31  Duck Club HDT & Pleasure Drive Oxnard, CA Geoff Gee (310) 456-2451 

July 30 ETI National Carriage Driving Show Burbank, CA Katie Twohy (818) 768-5560 

August 3 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

August 5-7 Ventura County Fair Horse Show Ventura, CA http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/3455 

August 13 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

August 14 Sargent Equestrian CA Scurry Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

August 20 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

August 20-21 Claystation Horse Park HDT Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

August 27 Overlook ADT Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

Sept 3-4 Dressage Extraordinaire  Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

September 4 Delightful Day of Driving Arroyo Grande Liz Miller (805) 543-9288 

September 10 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

September 10 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

September 11 Sargent Equestrian CA Scurry Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

September 17 Overlook Obstacles Clinic Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

Sept 15-18 Shady Oaks CDE Lodi, CA www.shadyoaksevents.com  

Sept 23-25  Draft Horse Classic Grass Valley, CA www.nevadacountyfair.com/dhc  

Sept 28- Oct 3  International Horse, Mule & Draft Show Pomona, CA  

October 1 Brass Oak Pleasure Drive Carrizo Plains, CA Jill Beebe (805) 467-3333 

October 2 Shady Oaks Day of Traditional Driving Lodi, CA  

October 5 CVHA MEETING@ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

October 8 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

October 8 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

October 9 Daehling Ranch Drive & Lunch Elk Grove, CA Joe Daehling (916) 685-4965 

October 9 Brass Oak Buddy Buggy Days Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

October 15-16 Claystation Fall Classic Pleasure Show Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

October 15 Overlook  ADT – New Date Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

October 16 ETI Corral 12 Driving Playday Sylmar, CA Katie Twohy (818) 768-5560 

October 21-23 CAA Learning Weekend Hollister, CA Jill Ryder _jill@windstream.net  

October 29 Halloween Hustle Pleasure Show Thousand Oaks www.whiprsnappers.com  

October 29-30 Claystation Horse Park HDT Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

November 3-5 CA Draft Horse & Equipment Sale Tulare, CA www.californiadrafthorseauction.com  

November 12 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

November 19 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

December 7 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

http://www.muledays.org/
mailto:vwminer@me.com
http://www.mariposawagontrain.org/
mailto:beesock@colton.com
http://cdeatinavale.sitesvp.com/
http://www.shadyoaksevents.com/
http://www.nevadacountyfair.com/dhc
mailto:_jill@windstream.net
http://www.whiprsnappers.com/
http://www.californiadrafthorseauction.com/


December 10 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

December 10 Frank Luetz Lessons Santa Paula, CA Frank Luetz (805) 525-4929  

December 17 Sargent Equest Xmas Fun Drive & Potluck Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

 

 



 

ENTRIES OPEN: June 1, 2010 — CLOSING DATE: July 1, 2010   
METHOD OF ACCEPTING ENTRIES: First come, first serve 
LOCATION: 235 Cimarron Way, Arroyo Grande, CA 93420 
LEVELS/DIVISIONS: DRIVEN: Training, Preliminary, Intermediate, Advanced  
                                    RIDDEN: Introductory, Training, Levels of Interest 
CLASSES: Ridden, Driven, Singles, Pairs, Multiples, Musical Freestyle, Pas de Deux.  (Classes may be combined) 
DRESSAGE TESTS: 
DRIVEN:  Saturday and Sunday 
TRAINING: Tests 2, 3 & Test of Choice 
PRELIMINARY: Tests 4, 5, 6 & Test of Choice 
INTERMEDIATE: Tests 1, 2, new 7 & Test of Choice (Contact Secretary for new Test I #7) 
ADVANCED: 8A, 8B, 9, 10 & Test of Choice 
RIDDEN:  Sunday after the Driven Dressage 
INTRO: 1, 3 & Test of Choice 
TRAINING: 1, 3 & Test of Choice 
LEVELS: Tests of Choice 
Classes may be combined 
MUSICAL FREESTYLE / PAS DE DEUX 
 

AWARDS: Classes 1-6 place; Best award for each level Ridden and Driven; Best Overall Test Driven; Best Overall Ridden; Best 
Ride/Drive Horse - Training/Preliminary, Into/Training, , Best Ride/Drive Horse - Intermediate/Advanced, Levels & above. 
 

FEES: $25 entry per test; post entry $35 per test, space allowing. No entry fee refund after closing date. $65 stabling fee per 
pipe corral, includes grounds fee; available July 14– 19, no 1st bedding. $25 stall deposit, separate check. $5 CA Drug Fee per 
horse $25 camping fee; $15 grounds fee (day use). $12 per person (prepurchase) daily continental breakfast and lunch. $25 
per person, Saturday dinner. 
 

SCHEDULE: Stabling & camping opens Wed July 14. Special arrangements available to accommodate competitors attending 
both the Dressage Festival and the Duck Club HDT. Secretary’s office opens Friday, 3PM 
 

OFFICIALS: President of the Jury, Holly Brinker, Ground Jury, Larry Brinker,  
Technical Delegate, Ted Campbell  
ORGANIZER: Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 ann@nipomoproperties.com  
235 Cimarron Way, Arroyo Grande, CA 93420  
 

MAIL ENTRIES TO:  Secretary;  make checks payable to Brass Oak Driving Society.  
SECRETARY:  Diane Kastama 620 Matilija Way, Arroyo Grande, CA 9342  (805)-343-6026  dkastama@verizon.net  
 

FACILITIES: Grass arena and warm-up area; ranch roads. Pipe corrals grouped near parking and camping areas. Limited 
electricity for RVs. Reservation required and bring extensions cords. Shower available. Food available on grounds. Pismo 
Dunes State Park nearby about 8 miles to equestrian parking lot.  
MISC: Out-of-state horses, negative Coggins required to comply with entry into California along with a 30 day health 
certificate. All participants and guests on grounds must sign a release of liability waiver, available from Secretary. All Dressage 
Riders and Minors under age 18 participating as a driver, groom, or passenger must wear an ASTM/SEI certified safety 
helmet. Children MUST be under parental supervision at all times. Please keep dogs on a leash,  
MOTELS: Arroyo Grande: Holiday Inn Express 805.481.4448; Best Western 805.481.7398; Santa Maria: Motel 6 805.928.8111, 
Best Western 805.922.5200.  

THE PACIFIC REGION DRIVEN DRESSAGE FESTIVAL 

JULY 16-17, 2011 

 

Once again, Brass Oak Driving Society will sponsor the Pacific Region Driven Dressage Festival in Arroyo  
Grande, California, July 16-17

th
.  Now in its 20th year, the Festival is always an exciting event, offering a 

variety of dressage tests — from Training to Advanced, both driven and ridden.  This is a unique 
opportunity for drivers to enter the level their equine is currently working at and also a level higher to  
school for more advanced work.  The Test of Choice gives drivers a chance to drive a test a 2nd time, or 
another ADS/USEF/FEI test not listed.  This year we will in addition offer ridden dressage tests beginning  
with the Introductory ridden test and up through the levels of interest. 
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Central Valley Harness Association 

P.O. Box 1192 
Clovis, CA  93613 
 

Postage 

The purposes for which this organization is formed are to promote the 
education and training of the public in the safe use of the equine in 
harness for pleasure, recreation, and sport, and for the advancement of 
the collecting and restoration of equine drawn vehicles. 
Please visit our website at www.centralvalleyharnessassociation.com  

                                                          CVHA Membership Application  

Date:                 _____________________ 
Name:               _________________________________________________________________ 
Address:           _________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:            ______________________________Cell Phone:___________________________ 
E-mail:            __________________________________________________________________ 
Individual Membership $35               Family Membership $45   

New member             Renewal   

I wish to receive the CVHA Newsletter via e-mail           or US Postal Service           (choose one) 

Please make checks payable to CVHA  
Mail to:     CVHA  
                   P.O. Box 1192 
                   Clovis, CA  93613 
Are you a member of Carriage Association of America?   Yes              No    
CVHA Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31.  Exception:  For those joining on or after October 1 of the 
current year, the membership will be valid to December 31of the following year.  Thank you for joining and welcome to 
our club. 

  

  

  

  

http://www.centralvalleyharnessassociation.com/

