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    On Friday, March 4, Brent Patten, Dave Strobel, Dee Douglas , Clara and Sallie Phillips set up a cones course, scurry course, and 
hazards at the RamTap facility.  Even though Brent was sick with a bad cold he came out and worked with Dave to make up the  
dressage arena corners and letters, set  a beautiful cones course, and set out an area that Dee, Clara, Dave made up the scurry 
course.  Then while I arranged the dressage letters, Dee and Dave moved the pipe and the cinderblocks from the old dressage 
court and made sides and corners for the clinic.  Heavy work!  Thanks Dave. 
     When Frank Luetz arrived at Ramtap Friday night, we drove to dinner at the Vineyard with Frank, Cheryl  Breedlove, hostess, 
Kathy Sidman, Clara, Dee, and Sallie.  Great dining, good discussions on driving, philosophy of training, and a little bit of 
background on everyone there and our ambitions. 
     Saturday dawned great weather, I started out from home at 6AM to arrive, give new member Sue Waite and Brent a quick 
rundown on registering participants as they arrived while I took the first lesson starting at 8am.  I really want to thank helpers  
Sue Waite, Kathy Sidman, Cheryl Thompson, and Sharon Booth. 
     The Beginners clinic with Denise Cuendett started at 9 AM and was attended by six.  Brent and Lois Patten buddied up with 
two new members/drivers with their ponies:  Robin with our hostess, Cheryl Breedlove, and Star with Sue Waite, Clara drove 
Sam with Sallie and three VSEs.  Denise spent time on safety, driving on roads, out on tracks and Cones and a water hazard.  Fun 
was had by all.  Jack McKee, who helped Denise, went with a fast run in the cones with Sam and I at mainly a gallop.  Thanks for 
being a great navigator, Jack. 
     Saturday night we had a potluck at new member Cheryl Breedlove’s lovely house.  It was well attended with, as usual for our 
club, great food.  We had lively discussions around a beautiful table setting for 12.  Much of the discussion centered on the 
possibility of “rescuing “ Ramtap CDE with many new and wonderful  ideas being thrown out on new organizers, sponsoring and 
funding with lower fees for entrants. 
     Sunday was for hardy souls as it was overcast most of the day, with light sprinkles here and there.  The three souls were Heidi 
Sheahan, Allyn Carmen, and me.  I had a wonderful breakthrough with Sam and we finished with Frank driving Sam in the most 
amazing extensions and dressage I have seen.  I really have the desire and momentum to move on and up with my little barely a 
horse, Sam.  Frank then stayed for an impromptu group hazard lesson with Heidi, Allyn, and I.  Heidi and Allyn walked the 
hazards I had set up Saturday night before dinner, so on Sunday they were already tuned into the possible courses to take in 
each hazard.  I just kind of faked it and not very well as I missed a gate each time I drove.  Frank was wonderful in giving clear 
instructions on timing, strategy, and using long trot versus canter.  The trot is quicker, especially in technical hazards because in 
the trot one pair of feet is always on the ground so a quick turn is easier.  His water strategy is to stay out of the water as it costs 
time, though it is spectacular to drive in water fast.  He timed us both ways and the dirt path was always faster. 
     Cleanup on Sunday was done by our hardworking  president, Brent , and Lois, Clara, Sallie and special thanks to Diana and 
Jerry Cooley  and Dee, who picked up the cones and scurry course by themselves and stayed to help pick up the dressage court. 
     It was a wonderful weekend, with just the right number of participants, about 30, and a full lesson schedule.  Great 
instruction, good company and food, and beautiful spring weather.  Thanks to all who made it happen. 
 

 

Thank you 

Diana Cooley 

for the photos 

of this event 

RamTap
Playday 

2011 
By Sallie Phillips 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening? 
Miniature Drill Team – Madera, CA 
Second Saturday of the month all year.  
Whiffletree Ranch, Jack & Marie McKee 
(559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netpc.net  
 

*March 27, 2011 – Wildflower Drive 
– Fresno, CA 
CVHA Members Only.  Tolle Ranch 
foothills, 15 minutes north/east of Shaw 
and Academy.  Ranch w/rolling hills, some 
groomed roads.  Sallie Phillips (559) 299-
0865  or pinerose1@yahoo.com or  
Brent Patten (559) 298-4124  or 
bwpatten@gmail.com  
*See flyer in this issue 
 

April 1-2, 2011 – California Draft  
Horse & Equipment Sale – Tulare, CA 
Tulare County Fairgrounds.  Wayne 
Whittemore (559) 284-6505 or  
Dan Baumgardner (559) 334-7731  or 
www.californiadrafthorseauction.com  
*Note:  We will have a booth set up 
during the sale for publicity about driving 
and our club.  Call Brent if you would like 
to help out by volunteering at the booth: 
(559) 298-4124 
 

April 9-10, 2011 – Red Top Draft Horse 
Days- Dos Palos, CA 
Alan Clark or Susan Lyons (559) 665-1910 or  
http://www.clarksredtopshires.com  
 

*April 16, 2011 – Basic Training Clinic 
w/Denise Cuendett – Prather, CA 
Lois or Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 or 
bwpatten@gmail.com   
*See flyer in this issue. 
 

*May 7, 2011 – Basic Training Clinic 
w/Denise Cuendett – Dunlap, CA or 
Pre-Hitching Clinic- Prather, CA 
Susan Castang (559) 338-2346 or 
castang@unwiredbb.com or  
Lois or Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 or 
bwpatten@gmail.com   
*See flyer in this issue. 
 

June 15 – 18, 2011 – Mariposa Pioneer 
Wagon Train – Mariposa, CA 
http://www.mariposawagontrain.org  
 

For a more comprehensive calendar of  

upcoming events,  

Please visit the Western Regional Calendar, 

Courtesy of Celine Rickards 

and Carriage Driving Essentials at: 
http://www.carriagedrivingessentials.com/calendar.php 
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2011 Events Calendar – CVHA EVENTS SHOWN IN BOLD CAPS

March 19 Just for Fun ADT Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

March 19-20 Sargent Equestrian Driving Clinic Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

March 26 Brass Oak Pleasure Drive Carrizo Plains Jill Beebe (805) 467-3333 

March 27 CVHA MEMBERS ONLY WILDFLOWER  
DRIVE  *SEE FLYER IN THIS ISSUE 

FRESNO, CA Sallie Phillps (559) 299-0865 or Brent Patten 
(559) 298-4124 or bwpatten@gmail.com  

March 27 Whip’rsnapper Blossom Drive Pearblossom, CA Suellen Hall (661) 944-4677 

April 1-2 CALIFORNIA DRAFT HORSE & 
EQUIPMENT SALE 
(CVHA  BOOTH) 

TULARE, CA Wayne Whitemore (559) 284-6505 or Dan 
Baumgardner (559) 334-7731 
www.californiadrafthorseauction.com  

April 1-2 Overlook Despooking and Turnout Clinic Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

April 6 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten  (559) 298-4124 

April 7-10 Western Vehicle Symposium Santa Ynez, CA www.santaynezmuseum.org  

April 9 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

April 9-10 Red Top Draft Horse Days Dos Palos, CA Alan Clark/Susan Lyons (559) 665-1910 or 
http://www.clarksredtopshires.com  

April 16 CVHA BASIC TRAINING SESSION 2 
& PRE-HITCHING CLINIC 

PRATHER, CA Sallie Phillips (559) 299-0865 or  
Lois or Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

April 16 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

April 16-17 Claystation Horse Park HDT  Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

April 16-17  Beginner & Show Prep Clinic Moorpark, CA Trish Demers (661) 722-2010 

May 6-8 WSS Vineyard Classic CDE  Woodland, CA Shelley Chavoor (530) 753-6761 

May 7 CVHA BASIC TRAINING SESSION 3 
& PRE-HITCHING CLINIC 

DUNLAP, CA or 
PRATHER, CA 

Susan Castang (559) 338-2346 or 
Brent or Lois Patten (559) 298-4124 

May 14-15 Sargent Equestrian Draft Fest Show Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

May 14 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

May 14 Overlook Dressage Clinic Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

May 21 Sargent Equestrian CA Scurry –New Date Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

May 21 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande  Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

May 22 Brass Oak Buggy Buddy Days Arroyo Grande  Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

May 24-29  Bishop Mule Days Celebration Bishop, CA www.muledays.org   

May 28-29 Claystation Horse Park  HDT Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

June 1 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

June 4-5 Pleasure Days Carriage Driving Show Tejon, CA Kathy LaChaine (805) 703-0743 

June 10-12 Western States Horse Expo – Cal Expo Sacramento, CA (800) 352-2411 

June 11 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

June 11 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

June 11-12  Shady Oaks Cones/Hazard Clinic  Lodi, CA Virginia Miner vwminer@me.com  

June 15-18 Mariposa Pioneer Wagon Train Mariposa, CA www.mariposawagontrain.org 

June 18  Whip’rsnappers Adohr Drive Oxnard,CA Sharon Gee (310) 456-2451 

June 19 Sargent Equestrian CA Scurry- New Date Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

June 24-26 Summer Festival CDE Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

July 9 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

July 9 Frank Luetz Lessons  Santa Paula Frank Luetz (805) 525-4929 

July 10  Sargent Equestrian CA Scurry Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

July 16-17 Driven Dressage Festival Arroyo Grande Diane Kastama (805) 343-6026 

July 23 Overlook Obstacles Clinic Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

July 23 Claystation Playday/Lessons Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

July 29-31  Duck Club HDT & Pleasure Drive Oxnard, CA Geoff Gee (310) 456-2451 

July 30 ETI National Carriage Driving Show Burbank, CA Katie Twohy (818) 768-5560 

August 3 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

August 5-7 Ventura County Fair Horse Show Ventura, CA http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/3455 

August 13 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

August 14 Sargent Equestrian CA Scurry Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

August 20 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 
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August 20-21 Claystation Horse Park HDT Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

August 27 Overlook ADT Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

Sept 3-4 Dressage Extraordinaire  Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

September 4 Delightful Day of Driving Arroyo Grande Liz Miller (805) 543-9288 

September 10 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

September 10 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

September 11 Sargent Equestrian CA Scurry Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

September 17 Overlook Obstacles Clinic Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

Sept 15-18 Shady Oaks CDE Lodi, CA www.shadyoaksevents.com  

Sept 23-25  Draft Horse Classic Grass Valley, CA www.nevadacountyfair.com/dhc  

Sept 28- Oct 3  International Horse, Mule & Draft Show Pomona, CA  

October 1 Brass Oak Pleasure Drive Carrizo Plains, CA Jill Beebe (805) 467-3333 

October 2 Shady Oaks Day of Traditional Driving Lodi, CA  

October 5 CVHA MEETING@ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

October 8 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

October 8 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

October 9 Daehling Ranch Drive & Lunch Elk Grove, CA Joe Daehling (916) 685-4965 

October 9 Brass Oak Buddy Buggy Days Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

October 15-16 Claystation Fall Classic Pleasure Show Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

October 15 Overlook  ADT – New Date Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

October 16 ETI Corral 12 Driving Playday Sylmar, CA Katie Twohy (818) 768-5560 

October 21-23 CAA Learning Weekend Hollister, CA Jill Ryder _jill@windstream.net  

October 29 Halloween Hustle Pleasure Show Thousand Oaks www.whiprsnappers.com  

October 29-30 Claystation Horse Park HDT Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

November 3-5 CA Draft Horse & Equipment Sale Tulare, CA www.californiadrafthorseauction.com  

November 12 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

November 19 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

December 7 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

December 10 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

December 10 Frank Luetz Lessons Santa Paula, CA Frank Luetz (805) 525-4929  

December 17 Sargent Equest Xmas Fun Drive & Potluck Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CVHA Newsletter Advertising Rates: 
Classified Ads: 
Members: $3 with a maximum of 25 words.  
$5 with a photo and maximum of 25 words. 
Non-Members: $5 with a maximum of 25 words.  
$8 with a photo and maximum of 25 words. 
Per Issue Rates: 
Quarter Page$10 
Half Page $20 
Annual Rates: 
Business card ad: $35 per year (12 issues) 
Quarter Page: $60 per year (12 issues) 
Half Page: $75 per year (12 issues) 
Full Page:  $150 per year (12 issues) 
Articles & Photos: 
This is your newsletter, please send any driving event 
news & photos for publication to krknight1@aol.com   
or snail mail to: 
Kristi Knight, 114 S. Anderson Rd., Exeter, CA 93221 
The CVHA Newsletter is published monthly and is e-mailed 
to members and posted on the website on the members’ 
page on the 15th of the month.  Deadline for articles, 
photos & ads is the 12th of the month 
(or sooner, preferably). 
 

Next CVHA Meeting: 

Wednesday, April 6, 2011 

at Denny’s on Blackstone 

at Herndon, Fresno, CA 

7:00 P.M. 

Guests Welcome! 
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CVHA Members Only 

  Wildflower Drive 
March 27, 2011 

At the Tolle Ranch Foothills, first time 
at this location.  Ranch with some 
groomed roads through rolling hills,  
15 minutes Northeast of Shaw & 
Academy.  There is no cost for this 
Pleasure Drive for CVHA Members 
Only.  Bring your own lunch,  
there are no facilities.   
We will rent a Port-a-Potty if we get 
enough participants.  Event will be 
cancelled if we don’t have the 
minimum of ten turnouts.  Please 
RSVP with either Sallie Phillips (559) 
299-0865 or pinerose1@yahoo.com  or 
Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 or 
bwpatten@gmail.com  
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CVHA Basic Driving Training Series 2011 

With Denise Cuendett 

Session 1 – March 5 - RamTap – Fresno, CA   
Basic Training Driving Principles for Horse and Driver (and assistant) 

*Hands on workshop of the Basic Principles 
*Evaluation of driver and horse 

*Group drive or knowledgeable drivers will be available to nondrivers 
 to have a safe fun driving experience 

$20 CVHA members $30 nonmembers 
Use RamTap flyer entry form and RamTap grounds fees will apply 

 

Session 2 – April 16 -  Patten Ranch – Prather, CA 
a.  Basic Driving clinic with Denise:    

Similar to RamTap workshop with additional instructor in an enclosed large 
arena to meet the needs of the beginner driver. 

b.  Pre-hitching clinic 1 with advanced drivers 
Preparing the horse to drive…correct harnessing, fitting,  ground driving, ground 
manners , drag, desensitization  in an enclosed arena BYO LUNCH and chair 

and visit with clinicians 
$20 CVHA members $30 nonmembers 

Session 3 – May 7 – Castang’s – Dunlap, CA 
and Patten Ranch – Prather, CA 

a.  Castang ranch with Denise Cuendett 
Open driving instruction with hills, hazards, road and tracks, water crossings.   
All horses that will be driven must have been hitched and be safe driving out or 
in an arena.  

b.  Pre-hitching clinic 2 at Patten Ranch 
Continuing from prehitching clinic 1:  Continue training, 

possible fitting to cart, horse led driving if ready 
$20 CVHA members $30 nonmembers 

 
For more information please contact:  
Sallie Phillips (559) 299-0865  or pinerose1@yahoo.com  or 
Susan Castang (559) 338-2346 or castang@unwiredbb.com or 
Brent or Lois Patten (559) 298-4124 or bwpatten@gmail.com 

mailto:pinerose1@yahoo.com
mailto:castang@unwiredbb.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Valley Harness Association 

P.O. Box 1192 
Clovis, CA  93613 
 

Postage 

The purposes for which this organization is formed are to promote the 
education and training of the public in the safe use of the equine in 
harness for pleasure, recreation, and sport, and for the advancement of 
the collecting and restoration of equine drawn vehicles. 
Please visit our website at www.centralvalleyharnessassociation.com  

                                                          CVHA Membership Application  

Date:                 _____________________ 
Name:               _________________________________________________________________ 
Address:           _________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:            ______________________________Cell Phone:___________________________ 
E-mail:            __________________________________________________________________ 
Individual Membership $35               Family Membership $45   

New member             Renewal   

I wish to receive the CVHA Newsletter via e-mail           or US Postal Service           (choose one) 

Please make checks payable to CVHA  
Mail to:     CVHA  
                   P.O. Box 1192 
                   Clovis, CA  93613 
Are you a member of Carriage Association of America?   Yes              No    
CVHA Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31.  Exception:  For those joining on or after October 1 of the 
current year, the membership will be valid to December 31of the following year.  Thank you for joining and welcome to 
our club. 
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