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Raymond Christmas Drive 

   CVHA drivers converged 
on the streets of Raymond 
in decorated carriages on 
December 3rd for the 
Raymond Christmas Drive.   
   Cool but sunny weather 
made it a lovely day for a 
drive!   
 
Photos courtesy of 
 Gretchen Lee 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Valley 

Harness Association 

P.O Box 1192 

Clovis,  CA 93613 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT 

Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

bwpatten@gmail.com 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Susan Castang (559) 338-2346 

castang@unwiredbb.com 
 

SECRETARY 

Sharon Booth (559) 875-0125 

sbooth174@yahoo.com 
 

TREASURER 

Cheryl Thompson (559) 338-0406 

creeksideranch@wildblue.net 
 

BOARD MEMBER 

Kristi Knight (559) 592-1635 

krknight1@aol.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership, Roster corrections 

Susan Castang (559) 338-2346 

castang@unwiredbb.com 
 

New Members Packets & Information 

Sharon Booth (559) 875-0125 

sbooth174@yahoo.com 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Kristi Knight (559) 592-1635 

114 S. Anderson Rd. 

Exeter, CA 93221 

krknight1@aol.com 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Celine Rickards (209) 966-4499 

celine@sti.net 

Calendar of Events Website: 

http://www.carriagedrivingessentials.com/calendar.php 

Central Valley Harness Association Website: 

http://www.centralvalleyharnessassociation.com 

 

More Raymond Drive 

 

 

The End 
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     A few CVHA members enjoyed a  Jingle Bell drive and poker run in the Madera ranchos with other very small 
equine drivers on Dec.10.  There was lunch following and also a Christmas cookie exchange.   
Photos courtesy of Gretchen Lee and Karen Null 
 

 

 

Madera Jingle Bell Drive 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening? 
     From this point forward, this portion of the newsletter is 
going to change.  Since the Events Calendar that follows has the 
pertinent information: when, where and whom to contact for 
more details, the What’s Happening page will have some more 
general remarks concerning these events.  I hope that this will 
be more helpful to the folks new to driving.   
     So, looking over the calendar, Sargent Equestrian Center is 
having a series of driving clinics as well as series of “Scurry” 
events.  Scurry is a type of fun cones course that is especially  
good for beginning drivers.  The courses and information are 
available on their website at http://www.sargentequest.com/ 
or contact Jeanne Williams at (209) 727-0200.   
     Debbi Packard is having a series of Horse Driving Trials (HDT) 
at her Claystation Horse Park.  A Driving Trial is a shortened 
version of a Combined Driving Event (CDE).  In a CDE, there are 
three elements; a Dressage Test, a Marathon course and a 
Cones course. The Dressage test is a judged element and shows 
how the horse is progressing through the levels of training.  The 
Marathon course includes several “hazards”, which have 
lettered “gates” which the driver has to navigate in the proper 
sequence.  So the Marathon is a demonstration of precision as 
well as endurance.  The Cones course is a test of precision, 
obedience and speed.  The Driving Trial usually has a normal 
Dressage test, then a shortened version of the Marathon course 
and hazards and a regular Cones course.  More information is 
available at the website http://claystationhorsepark.com/. 
     For the drivers of miniatures (Very Small Equines or VSE), 
Jack & Marie McKee host a Miniature driving team practice the 
second Saturday of the month all year at their Whiffletree 
Ranch in Madera.  For more information on the “Magic Minis”, 
contact McKees at (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net . 
     CVHA will be assisting member Lois Patten , who is 
organizing a HDT at the RamTap facility in Fresno on March 24 
& 25.  Participants will be driving all three elements on one day 
and volunteering the other day.  It will be geared towards the 
beginner drivers who are ready to drive an outside course but 
haven’t competed at the bigger events yet.  So it will only be a 
Training and Preliminary level event.  More details in next 
month’s issue. 
 

Next CVHA Meeting: 

Wednesday, 

February 1, 2012 

at Denny’s on Blackstone 

at Herndon, Fresno 

7:00 P.M. 

Guests Welcome! 

CVHA Newsletter Advertising Rates: 
Classified Ads: 

Members: $3 with a maximum of 25 words.  

$5 with a photo and maximum of 25 words. 

Non-Members: $5 with a maximum of 25 words.  

$8 with a photo and maximum of 25 words. 

Per Issue Rates: 

Quarter Page$10 

Half Page $20 

Annual Rates: 

Business card ad: $35 per year (12 issues) 

Quarter Page: $60 per year (12 issues) 

Half Page: $75 per year (12 issues) 

Full Page:  $150 per year (12 issues) 

Articles & Photos: 

This is your newsletter, please send any driving 

event news & photos for publication to  

krknight1@aol.com   

or snail mail to: 

Kristi Knight 

114 S. Anderson Rd. 

Exeter, CA 93221 

The CVHA Newsletter is published monthly and is 

e-mailed to members and posted on the website  

on the 15th of the month.  Deadline for articles, photos 

& ads is the 12th of the month (or sooner, preferably). 
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2012: EVENT LOCATION CONTACT INFORMATION 

January 14 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net  

January 14 CAA Driver Proficiency Prep Clinic Quartz Hill, CA Trish Demers (661) 722-2010 

January 28-29 Sargent Equestrian Center Clinic 1 Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

FEBRUARY 1 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA  

February 4 Carriage Maintenance Clinic Quartz Hill, CA Trish Demers (661) 722-2010 

February 11 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net 

February 11 Sweetheart ADT Hesperia, CA Diane Kern (818) 0581 or Mary Measures 
(818) 353- 7097 or rosebud.ranch@verizon.net  

Feb 25-26 Sargent Equestrian Center Clinic 2 Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

March 9-12 Arizona CDE & Advanced HDT Coolidge, AZ Peter Atonna (928) 636-4228 or 
mjatonna@gmail.com  or www.azcarriage.org  

March 10 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net 

MARCH 24-25 RAMTAP PLAYDAY/HDT/CLINICS FRESNO, CA Lois Patten (559) 298-4124 

March 24-25 Sargent Equestrian Center Clinic 3 Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

March 29-31 CA Draft Horse & Equipment Sale Tulare, CA http://www.californiadrafthorseauction.com/ 

APRIL 4 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA  

April 14 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net 

April 14-15 Red Top Draft Horse Days  Chowchilla, CA Allan Clark & Susan Lyons (559) 665-1910 
http://www.clarksredtopshires.com/draft-horse-
days.html 

April 14 Whiprsnapper Poppy Pleasure Drive Quartz Hill, CA Trish Demers (661) 722-2010 

April 21-22 Claystation Horse Park HDT Wilton, CA Debbi Packard (916) 687-7948 or 
www.claystationhorsepark.com  

May 4-6 Vineyard Classic CDE Woodland, CA http://wssvineyardclassiccde.com/ 

May 5 Reinboard Achenbach Clinic Quartz Hill, CA Trish Demers (661) 722-2010 
May 11-13 Sargent Equestrian Draft Fest  Lodi, CA www.drafthorsefest.com 

May 12 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net 

May 19-20  Claystation Horse Park HDT Wilton, CA Debbi Packard (916) 687-7948 or 
www.claystationhorsepark.com 

May 20 Sargent Equestrian Cntr CA Scurry #1 Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

June 3-4 Pleasure Days Carriage Driving Show 
at Tejon Ranch 

Lebec, CA Veronica Campbell (562) 431-7264 or 
t.v.campbell@verizon.net or 
http://www.pleasuredays.org  

JUNE 6 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA  

June 9 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net 

June 10 Sargent Equestrian Cntr CA Scurry #2 Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

June 22-24 Summer Festival CDE Wilton, CA Debbi Packard (916) 687-7948 or 
www.claystationhorsepark.com  

July 14 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net 

July 15 Sargent Equestrian Cntr CA Scurry #3 Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 
AUGUST 1 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA  
August 3-5 Ventura County Fair Ventura, CA http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/3455/ 

August 11 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net 

August 11-12 Claystation Horse Park HDT Wilton, CA Debbi Packard (916) 687-7948 or 
www.claystationhorsepark.com 

August 12 Sargent Equestrian Cntr CA Scurry #4 Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

Sept 1-2 Sargent Equestrian Dressage Festival  Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

September 8 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net 

September 9 Sargent Equestrian Cntr CA Scurry #5 Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

Sept 20-23 Draft Horse Classic & Harvest Fair Grass Valley, CA http://www.nevadacountyfair.com/dhc/ 

Sept 20-23 Shady Oaks CDE Lodi, CA  
Sept 26-30 LA County Fair Horse Show  Pomona, CA  
OCTOBER 3 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S    

October 13 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net 

 Continued on next page…   
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October 13-14 Claystation Horse Park Fall Classic 
Pleasure Driving Show 

Wilton, CA Debbi Packard (916) 687-7948 or 
www.claystationhorsepark.com 

October 27-28 Claystaton Horse Park HDT Wilton, CA Debbi Packard (916) 687-7948 or 
www.claystationhorsepark.com 

November 1-3 CA Draft Horse & Equipment Sale Tulare, CA http://www.californiadrafthorseauction.com/ 

November 10 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net 

DECEMBER 5 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA  
December 8 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Valley Harness Association December 7, 2011 General Meeting Minutes 
     Meeting was called to order by President Brent Patten at 7:20 P.M.  Club officers present:  Brent Patten, Susan 
Castang, Cheryl Thompson, Kristi Knight.  Club officer absent:  Sharon Booth. 
     Guest Introduction:  Marie Zumwalt is interested in driving and is in the process of starting her new baby.  Welcome. 
     Ballots were passed out to the general membership at the meeting to vote for two new board members.  Kathy 
Sidman and Kim Johnson were proposed by the nominating committee.  Write-in nominations were welcome.  Voting 
took place and ballots were collected for counting. 
     Cheryl Thompson gave the Treasurer’s report.  ADS dues are due in January. 
Old Business: 
     Insurance Updates:  Sallie Phillips needs to review the calendar of events for next year.  Website Updates:  The 
website is current, the newsletter is now on the website and open to the public. 
New Business: 
     Lois Patten introduced the idea for a Schooling HDT at RamTap on March 24-25, 2012.  Participants can drive one 
day and volunteer the other day.  All at training level will drive on one day and then all those at Preliminary will drive 
the next day.  Lois is in contact with Bill at RamTap about the cost for the facility and is working on a budget for this 
event.  The goal is to keep the cost for participants as low as possible, just covering club costs. 
Events: 
     Susan Castang reported on the Funday Drive that was held at her ranch on October 22.  The turnout was small, but 
those who came had a great time. 
     Gretchen Lee reported on Raymond Christmas Drive.  Turnout again was small, but everybody had a good time. 
     Brent talked about putting on more beginning clinics for members with the goal of working on safety for both new 
drivers and green horses.  WKRP now has a dressage arena and is available for clinics and shows.  Anyone willing to help 
organize and put on events is welcome.  The board will be working on a calendar of events for 2012. 
Election Results: 
     Kathy Sidman and Kim Johnson were elected unanimously.  
The board officers for the 2012 calendar year are as follows: 
President:  Sharon Booth 
Vice President:  Kristi Knight 
Secretary:  Kim Johnson 
Treasurer:  Cheryl Thompson 
Member at Large Kathy Sidman 
     Kim Johnson thanked Brent Patten and Susan Castang  
for their years of service to the club as board members. 
     The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 P.M.  
The Club Christmas party followed. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Cheryl Thompson 
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Central Valley Harness Association 

P.O. Box 1192 
Clovis, CA  93613 
 

Postage 

The purposes for which this organization is formed are to promote the 
education and training of the public in the safe use of the equine in 
harness for pleasure, recreation, and sport, and for the advancement of 
the collecting and restoration of equine drawn vehicles. 
Please visit our website at www.centralvalleyharnessassociation.com  

                                                          CVHA Membership Application  

Date:                 _____________________ 
Name:               _________________________________________________________________ 
Address:           _________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:            ______________________________Cell Phone:___________________________ 
E-mail:            __________________________________________________________________ 
Individual Membership $35               Family Membership $45   

New member             Renewal   

I wish to receive the CVHA Newsletter via e-mail           or US Postal Service           (choose one) 

Please make checks payable to CVHA  
Mail to:     CVHA  
                   P.O. Box 1192 
                   Clovis, CA  93613 
Are you a member of Carriage Association of America?   Yes              No    
CVHA Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31.  Exception:  For those joining on or after October 1 of the 
current year, the membership will be valid to December 31of the following year.  Thank you for joining and welcome to 
our club. 

  

  

  

  

http://www.centralvalleyharnessassociation.com/

