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More action from 

Red Top Draft  

Horse Days 2011 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF CVHA APRIL GENERAL MEETING  

      A regular General Meeting of the Central Valley Harness 

Association was held at Denny’s Restaurant on Wednesday 

evening, April 6, 2011. The President was in the chair and the 

Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer and member at large 

were present.   

     The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m., by the 

President, Brent Patten.  There were no guests present and no 

new members.  Members present numbered 16. 

Minutes: 

     The Minutes of the February general meeting were 

approved as distributed in the Newsletter. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

     Cheryl Thompson read the Treasurer’s report.  With the 

receipt of new memberships, we still have a healthy reserve in 

our bank acct.  She reported that the club’s tax forms have 

been filed with the IRS.    

Communications: 

     The secretary reported that two requests have been 

received from other clubs, to donate to their events, the 

Vineyard Classic CDE and Pleasure Days show.  The board 

voted to send $125 to Vineyard Classic CDE and $120 to 

Pleasure Days for ads for CVHA in the show programs.    

Old business: 

     Sallie Phillips reported on the Ram Tap Playday and clinics.  

It was well attended and the event had only a slight shortfall, 

but 3 new members were welcomed, more than offsetting the 

loss.   

New Business: 

     Brent announced that the website is up and running.  The 

members’ page requires a password.  Discussion was had as 

to whether the newsletter should appear in the members’ page 

or on the regular home page.  This discussion was tabled until 

a later date.   

     Brent reported on the club information booth at the 

California Draft horse and equipment auction.  There was a 

steady stream of interested visitors, and at least one new 

membership was received.   

     The beginner’s clinics series was discussed; including one 

happening April 16 at Pattens’ ranch. 

     Future activities were reviewed and can be found on the 

club website, or Carriage Driving Essentials’ website.   

     The general mtg. was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

Program:: 

     Dr. Alyx DeBenedetto, a certified animal chiropractor (and 

human chiropractor) gave a presentation on the practice of an 

animal chiropractor, especially with regard to equines.  She 

described her methods of examining and adjusting her 

patients.  Multiple questions were asked by those present.  We 

are grateful for her time and knowledge that she shared with 

us.   

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by  

Sharon Booth, Secretary 

 

President’s Message 
 Just a short note to thank all of the members 

who helped with set up, provide coverage, and take 

down of the CVHA booth at the Tulare Draft Horse 

Auction this month.  We really appreciated the help.  

We have attempted to put together some type of 

club information center several times over the years, 

and this year it finally come to be.  Renting a spot 

next to another driving club, the Northern California 

Driving Club (NCDC), really made it convenient for 

contacts and sharing information.  Plus, it is a 

pleasure to get to hang out with Mike Dowd and 

other members from the northern club.  In fact the 

booths became a sort of “central base” for members 

to gather and visit, have lunch, watch videos, or just 

rest their feet.  

I was encouraged by the number of people 

who visited the booth to find out more about driving 

and the clubs.  I was also surprised at the number of 

folks who stopped by to get info who have 

considered becoming involved with a driving club for 

several years, but have never gotten around to it.  I 

got the impression that many felt that the driving 

clubs were made up of the more advanced, 

experienced drivers who didn’t focus much on the 

novice driver.  Well, they were in for a surprise, and 

got more than they probably bargained for. There 

was plenty of conversation on the art of driving to go 

around for all who were interested at any level.   

In the long run, it was a very satisfying 2 

days and very much worth the $25 to rent a spot.  

But without the extra help to cover the booth, to 

answer the questions or share the driving 

experience with others, the days would have been 

very dull.  It is my hope to continue participation in 

this event in the future as a very positive way to 

promote the sport, interact with other enthusiasts, 

and just have a good time.  Hope you can join us 

next fall.    

Brent Patten  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening? 
Miniature Drill Team – Madera, CA 
Second Saturday of the month all year.  
Whiffletree Ranch, Jack & Marie McKee 
(559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netpc.net  
 

*April 16, 2011 – Basic Training Clinic 
w/Denise Cuendett – Prather, CA 
Lois or Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 or 
bwpatten@gmail.com   
*See flyer in this issue. 
 

*May 7, 2011 – Basic Training Clinic 
w/Denise Cuendett – Dunlap, CA  
Or Pre-Hitching Clinic- Prather, CA 
(Dunlap) Susan Castang (559) 338-2346 or 
castang@unwiredbb.com or  
(Prather) Lois or Brent Patten (559) 298-
4124 or bwpatten@gmail.com   
*See flyer in this issue. 
 

*June 11, 2011 – Basic Training 
Clinic/Whip Clinic/Tack Sale/Mini 
Quadrille Practice – Madera, CA 
At Whiffletree Ranch.  Training follow-up 
clinic, whip clinic, scurry/cones clinic 
w/courses, used tack sale, Mini Quadrille 
Team practice, BYO lunch & chair.  Jack & 
Marie McKee (559) 868-4245  
or ultralite@netpc.net  
*See flyer in this issue. 
 

For a more comprehensive calendar of  

upcoming events,  

Please visit the Western Regional Calendar, 

Courtesy of Celine Rickards 

and Carriage Driving Essentials at: 
http://www.carriagedrivingessentials.com/calendar.php 

 

CVHA Newsletter Advertising Rates: 
Classified Ads: 

Members: $3 with a maximum of 25 words.  

$5 with a photo and maximum of 25 words. 

Non-Members: $5 with a maximum of 25 words.  

$8 with a photo and maximum of 25 words. 

Per Issue Rates: 

Quarter Page$10 

Half Page $20 

Annual Rates: 

Business card ad: $35 per year (12 issues) 

Quarter Page: $60 per year (12 issues) 

Half Page: $75 per year (12 issues) 

Full Page:  $150 per year (12 issues) 

Articles & Photos: 

This is your newsletter, please send any driving 

event news & photos for publication to  

krknight1@aol.com   

or snail mail to: 

Kristi Knight 

114 S. Anderson Rd. 

Exeter, CA 93221 

The CVHA Newsletter is published monthly and is 

e-mailed to members and posted on the website  

on the members’ page on the 15th of the month.   

Deadline for articles, photos & ads is the 12th of 

the month (or sooner,preferably). 
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Sept 23-25  Draft Horse Classic Grass Valley, CA www.nevadacountyfair.com/dhc  

Sept 28- Oct 3  International Horse, Mule & Draft Show Pomona, CA  

October 1 Brass Oak Pleasure Drive Carrizo Plains, CA Jill Beebe (805) 467-3333 

October 2 Shady Oaks Day of Traditional Driving Lodi, CA  

October 5 CVHA MEETING@ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

October 8 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

October 8 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

October 9 Daehling Ranch Drive & Lunch Elk Grove, CA Joe Daehling (916) 685-4965 

October 9 Brass Oak Buddy Buggy Days Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

October 15-16 Claystation Fall Classic Pleasure Show Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

October 15 Overlook  ADT – New Date Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

October 16 ETI Corral 12 Driving Playday Sylmar, CA Katie Twohy (818) 768-5560 

October 21-23 CAA Learning Weekend Hollister, CA Jill Ryder _jill@windstream.net  

October 29 Halloween Hustle Pleasure Show Thousand Oaks www.whiprsnappers.com  

October 29-30 Claystation Horse Park HDT Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

November 3-5 CA Draft Horse & Equipment Sale Tulare, CA www.californiadrafthorseauction.com  

November 12 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

November 19 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

December 7 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

December 10 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

December 10 Frank Luetz Lessons Santa Paula, CA Frank Luetz (805) 525-4929  

December 17 Sargent Equest Xmas Fun Drive & Potluck Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

California Draft Horse and Equipment Sale 
By Sharon Booth 

     This semi-annual event at Tulare County Fairgrounds 

was well attended by club members, as usual.  One 

member was seen buying a Fjord pony which was said to 

both drive and ride.  Several club members were kind 

enough to look at this pony to see if there were any 

obvious defects or concerns detectable.  Horses were 

bought for relatively low prices at the auction – with 

several horses being withdrawn from the bidding due to 

inadequate offers - but carriages were fairly expensive this 

year.  As usual, we would recommend that potential buyers 

get advice from knowledgeable persons, and test drive/ride 

all prospective purchases beforehand.  This is usually 

possible to do the day before the actual auction.  A word of 

caution:  be careful not to bid against your own team, by 

mistake!    

     Several members helped Brent Patten to run the club 

information booth, including Lois Patten, Sharon Booth and 

Kathy Sidman.  Two other driving clubs also had booths 

placed near ours, including Northern California Driving 

Club.  The usual plethora of merchant booths was fun to 

look at as always and a number of purchases were made by 

members, including harness holders, scarves, hats, and a 

flock of ceramic owls.  All of these treasures were acquired 

complete with fascinating stories behind them.  One of the 

club members was also able to sell her marathon carriage 

with the help of Rif at the Carriage Barn booth.      

Lost at the March 2011 

RamTap Playday: 
Older blue metal collapsible manure fork. 

It breaks down into three pieces.  Please call 

Debbie Manning if you found it, she is offering 

a reward for its return. 

Debbie Manning (559) 824-9595 

 

Next CVHA Meeting: 

Wednesday, June 1, 2011 

at Denny’s on Blackstone 

at Herndon, Fresno 

7:00 P.M. 

Guests Welcome! 

http://www.nevadacountyfair.com/dhc
mailto:_jill@windstream.net
http://www.whiprsnappers.com/
http://www.californiadrafthorseauction.com/


 

 

CVHA Basic Driving Training Series 2011 

With Denise Cuendett 
Session 2 – April 16 -  Patten Ranch – Prather, CA 

a.  Basic Driving clinic with Denise:    
Similar to RamTap workshop with additional instructor in an enclosed large arena 

to meet the needs of the beginner driver. 
b.  Pre-hitching clinic 1 with advanced drivers 

Preparing the horse to drive…correct harnessing, fitting,  ground driving, ground 
manners , drag, desensitization  in an enclosed arena bring your own lunch and 

chair and visit with clinicians 
$20 CVHA members $30 nonmembers 

Session 3 – May 7 – Castang’s – Dunlap, CA 
and Patten Ranch – Prather, CA 
a.  Castang ranch with Denise Cuendett 

Open driving instruction with hills, hazards, road and tracks, water crossings.    
All horses that will be driven must have been hitched and be safe driving out or in 
an arena.  

b.  Pre-hitching clinic 2 at Patten Ranch 
Continuing from prehitching clinic 1:  Continue training, 

possible fitting to cart, horse led driving if ready 
$20 CVHA members $30 nonmembers 

 

For more information please contact: 
Susan Castang (559) 338-2346 or castang@unwiredbb.com or 
Brent or Lois Patten (559) 298-4124 or bwpatten@gmail.com 
Jack & Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or ultralite@netptc.net  

Session 4 – June 11 – Jack & Marie McKee’s 
Whiffletree Ranch - Madera, CA 

How are you doing with your horse?  Follow-up training/driving clinic, easy 
scurry/cones courses, whip clinic, used tack sale, Mini Quadrille Drill Team 

practice, bring your own lunch & chair and visit with clinicians. 
$20 CVHA members  $30 nonmembers 

mailto:castang@unwiredbb.com
mailto:bwpatten@gmail.com
mailto:ultralite@netptc.net


 

 

CVHA Members Only 

  Wildflower Drive 
April 30, 2011 

At the Tolle Ranch Foothills, first time 
at this location.  Ranch with some 
groomed roads through rolling hills,  
15 minutes Northeast of Shaw & 
Academy.  There is no cost for this 
Pleasure Drive for CVHA Members 
Only.  Bring your own lunch,  
there are no facilities.   
We will rent a Port-a-Potty if we get 
enough participants.  Event will be 
cancelled if we don’t have the 
minimum of ten turnouts.  Please 
RSVP with either Sallie Phillips (559) 
299-0865 or pinerose1@yahoo.com  or 
Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 or 
bwpatten@gmail.com  
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Central Valley Harness Association 

P.O. Box 1192 
Clovis, CA  93613 
 

Postage 

The purposes for which this organization is formed are to promote the 
education and training of the public in the safe use of the equine in 
harness for pleasure, recreation, and sport, and for the advancement of 
the collecting and restoration of equine drawn vehicles. 
Please visit our website at www.centralvalleyharnessassociation.com  

                                                          CVHA Membership Application  

Date:                 _____________________ 
Name:               _________________________________________________________________ 
Address:           _________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:            ______________________________Cell Phone:___________________________ 
E-mail:            __________________________________________________________________ 
Individual Membership $35               Family Membership $45   

New member             Renewal   

I wish to receive the CVHA Newsletter via e-mail           or US Postal Service           (choose one) 

Please make checks payable to CVHA  
Mail to:     CVHA  
                   P.O. Box 1192 
                   Clovis, CA  93613 
Are you a member of Carriage Association of America?   Yes              No    
CVHA Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31.  Exception:  For those joining on or after October 1 of the 
current year, the membership will be valid to December 31of the following year.  Thank you for joining and welcome to 
our club. 

  

  

  

  

http://www.centralvalleyharnessassociation.com/

