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Stagecoaches once roared 
through Fresno Flats to Yosemite 
     Madera had no sooner been born than the California 
Lumber Company, which founded the town, fell on hard 
times.  It looked for a while like Madera was going to die 
before it really got started, then the Yosemite Stage and 
Turnpike Company decided to commence business in 
Madera, and the little village was saved from extinction.  
     As early as January 1877, less than three months after 
the town of Madera had sprouted up on the desolate 
plains of the San Joaquin Valley, the idea of a road to 
Yosemite was seriously being discussed.  
By November of that year, the idea was put before the 
Board of Supervisors of Fresno County, and in January, 
1878, the announcement was made that Madera was to be 
the western terminus of the "new route" to the Big Trees 
and Yosemite and residents of Madera breathed a big sigh 
of relief -- they had been rescued.  
     On April 9, 1879, A.W. Washburn, a partner in the 
staging operation, announced that the Madera to Yosemite 
road would open within a month. Plans called for the first 
stage to leave Captain Mace's hotel in Madera at 6 a.m.   
From there the route would lead to Stitt's Adobe Ranch, 
nine miles east of Madera, where the first change of horses 
would be accomplished. The second change took place at 
Dustin's Station near what is now the Blackhawk Lodge on 
present-day Highway 41.  The lunch stop was scheduled at 
John Krohn's hotel in Coarsegold, whereupon the travelers 
would ascend Potter Ridge and then drop to Fresno Flats, 
present day Oakhurst. From there the stage would 
continue its ascent to Burford's Station and reach the Big 
Tree Station by the late afternoon.  
     The first tourist to travel the Madera to Yosemite route 
was W.M. Cooper, a civil engineer from Australia. He 
promptly labeled the new route, "a very good road to 
travel," and with that the Yosemite Stage and Turnpike 
Company began operation.   During its first month, the 
company carried 134 visitors to the Big Tree Station, at $45 
per head. It wasn't long before some of the locals joined 
the tourists at Mace's hotel to catch the stagecoach for 
Yosemite. In 1882, Mrs. R.P. Mace treated her family to the 
thrill of the journey, and this is what she wrote: 
     "We started from Madera, all our folks being out on the 

porch to bid us good-bye and see us off.  Over the plains 
there was a pleasant breeze that carried all the dust away so 
that it did not trouble us, but as we entered the foothills, 
there would be a sandy spot here and there where the wind 
had not much play, and there we had dust in plenty.  As we 
sped over the first upwards of 20 miles of road, my mind sped 
back to the first time I traversed it:  When I was still a stranger 
in California.  At Dustin's I saw James Douglas.  At Coarsegold 
we took dinner.  The hotel there looks as fresh and clean as a 
new pin.  From this place, the scenery got wilder all the time. 
     At Fresno Flats we lost a lady passenger.  She expressed 
the opinion that she would not have the whole country from 
Fresno Flats to the station as a gift.  Some distance above 
Fresno Flats the air was noticeably cooler and the scenery 
wilder and more picturesque all the time.  At one time, 
winding round a mountain with a steep declivity on one side 
and the mountain rising on the other.  Now on top of a 
mountain with a wide view over the surrounding country of 
hill and dale. Now flying downhill curving and twisting round, 
now at the very bottom of a deep gorge with precipitous 
mountains on either hand, the scene ever varying."  
     The buildings where there used to be a station at this side 
of Burfords are all broken by the weight of the winter's snow, 
and there are no horses there now, so we did not have a fresh 
relay of horses until four or five miles from that station.  We 
drove up to the hotel...feeling pretty tired. We washed our 
faces, took supper, and wrote a few lines to Madera."  
     From 1879 to 1886, thousands of tourists bound by 
stagecoach for the wonders of Yosemite, began their dusty 
trek on Madera's main street which was eventually named for 
the future national park.  In 1886, the Berenda to Raymond 
railroad opened yet another route to Yosemite, and the 
numbers taking the Madera route fell.  Nevertheless, the 
Yosemite Stage and Turnpike Company won its place in the 
history of the Valley . It had saved a town and opened new 
vistas for the California traveler.  
(Article courtesy of the Sierra Star newspaper, Oakhurst, CA 
and submitted by Celine Rickards) 
 

Please join the Mariposa Pioneer Wagon Train June 
15th through 18th, 2011 for a recreation of local 
history. http://www.mariposawagontrain.org 
 

http://www.mariposawagontrain.org/Home_Page.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening? 
Miniature Drill Team – Madera, CA 
February through December, second 
Saturday of the month.  Whiffletree Ranch, 
Jack & Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 or 
ultralite@netpc.net  
 

*February 19, 2011 – CVHA Members 
Only Playday & Potluck Lunch – 
Dunlap, CA 
Susan Castang (559) 338-2346 or 
castang@unwiredbb.com  
*See flyer in this issue. 
 

*March 5-6, 2011 – New Date! - 
RamTap Playday/Clinics – Fresno, CA 
Playday drive, Basic Training Clinic 
w/Denise Cuendett, and Driving Clinic 
w/Frank Luetz.  Sallie Phillips  
(559) 299-0865 or pinerose1@yahoo.com  
*See flyer in this issue. 
 

March 27, 2011 – Wildflower Drive  
Tolle Ranch foothills, 15 minutes  
north/east of Shaw and Academy.   
Sallie Phillips (559) 299-0865  or 
pinerose1@yahoo.com 
 

April 1-2, 2011 – California Draft  
Horse & Equipment Sale – Tulare, CA 
Tulare County Fairgrounds.  Wayne 
Whittemore (559) 284-6505 or  
Dan Baumgardner (559) 334-7731  or 
www.californiadrafthorseauction.com  
*Note:  We will have a booth set up during 
the sale for publicity about driving and our 
club.  Call Brent if you would like to help 
out by volunteering at the booth: 
(559) 298-4124 

For a more comprehensive calendar of 

upcoming events,  

Please visit the Western Regional Calendar, 

Courtesy of Celine Rickards 

and Carriage Driving Essentials at: 
http://www.carriagedrivingessentials.com/calendar.php 

 

 

April 9-10, 2011 – Red Top Draft Horse Days- 
Dos Palos, CA 
Alan Clark or Susan Lyons (559) 665-1910 or  
http://www.clarksredtopshires.com  
 

*April 16, 2011 – Basic Training 
Clinic w/Denise Cuendett –  
Prather, CA 
Lois or Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 or 
bwpatten@gmail.com   
*See flyer in this issue. 
 

*May 7, 2011 – Basic Training Clinic 
w/Denise Cuendett – Dunlap, CA or 
Pre-Hitching Clinic- Prather, CA 
Susan Castang (559) 338-2346 or 
castang@unwiredbb.com or  
Lois or Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 or 
bwpatten@gmail.com   
*See flyer in this issue. 

mailto:ultralite@netpc.net
mailto:castang@unwiredbb.com
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http://www.californiadrafthorseauction.com/
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http://www.clarksredtopshires.com/
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2011 Events Calendar – CVHA EVENTS SHOWN IN BOLD CAPS 
February 19 CVHA MEMBERS ONLY PLAYDAY DRIVE 

& POTLUCK   *See flyer in this issue 
DUNLAP, CA Susan Castang (559) 338-2346 

castang@unwiredbb.com  

February 19 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande  Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

Feb 26-27 Driving Clinic – Basic Principles Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

Feb 26-27 Frank Luetz Clinic Santa Paula, CA Frank Luetz (805) 525-4929 

March 5-6 RAMTAP PLAYDAY DRIVE & CLINICS 
*NOTE NEW DATE! Flyer in this issue! 

FRESNO, CA Sallie Phillips (559) 299-0865 
pinerose1@yahoo.com  

March 5 Brass Oak Pleasure Drive  Carrizo Plains Jill Beebe (805) 467-3333 

March 12-13 Arizona CDE/HDT Coolidge, AZ Peter Atonna (928) 636-4228 
mjatonna@gmail.com  

March 12 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

March 19 Just for Fun ADT Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

March 19-20 Driving Clinic- Advanced Principles Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

March 27 CVHA WILDFLOWER  DRIVE FRESNO, CA Sallie Phillps (559) 299-0865 

March 27 Whip’rsnapper Blossom Drive Pearblossom, CA Suellen Hall (661) 944-4677 

April 1-2 CALIFORNIA DRAFT HORSE & 
EQUIPMENT SALE 
(CVHA  BOOTH) 

TULARE, CA Wayne Whitemore (559) 284-6505 or 
Dan Baumgardner (559) 334-7731 
www.californiadrafthorseauction.com  

April 1-2 Despooking and Turnout Clinic Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

April 6 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten  (559) 298-4124 

April 7-10 Western Vehicle Symposium Santa Ynez, CA www.santaynezmuseum.org  

April 9 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

April 9-10 Red Top Draft Horse Days Dos Palos, CA Alan Clark/Susan Lyons (559) 665-1910 
or http://www.clarksredtopshires.com  

April 16 CVHA BASIC TRAINING SESSION 2 
& PRE-HITCHING CLINIC 

PRATHER, CA Sallie Phillips (559) 299-0865 or  
Lois or Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

April 16 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

April 16-17  Beginner & Show Prep Clinic Lancaster, CA Trish Demers (661) 722-2010 

April-23-24 Claystation Horse Park HDT  Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

May 1 Sargent Equestrian CA Scurry Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

May 6-8 WSS Vineyard Classic CDE  Woodland, CA Shelley Chavoor (530) 753-6761 

May 7 CVHA BASIC TRAINING SESSION 3 
& PRE-HITCHING CLINIC 

DUNLAP, CA or 
PRATHER, CA 

Sallie Phillips (559) 299-0865 or 
Brent or Lois Patten (559) 298-4124 

May 14 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

May 21 Sargent Equestrian ADT Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

May 21 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande  Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

May 22 Brass Oak Buggy Buddy Days Arroyo Grande  Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

May 24-29  Bishop Mule Days Celebration Bishop, CA www.muledays.org   

May 28-29 Claystation Horse Park  HDT Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

June 1 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

Jun 4-5 Pleasure Days Carriage Driving Show Tejon, CA Kathy LaChaine (805) 703-0743 

June 11 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

June 11 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

June 15-18 Mariposa Pioneer Wagon Train Mariposa, CA www.mariposawagontrain.org 

June 18  Whip’rsnappers Adohr Drive Oxnard,CA Sharon Gee (310) 456-2451 

June 24-26 Summer Festival CDE Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

June 25 ADT  Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

July 9 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

July 9 Frank Luetz Lessons  Santa Paula Frank Luetz (805) 525-4929 

July 10  Sargent Equestrian CA Scurry Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

July 16-17 Driven Dressage Festival Arroyo Grande Diane Kastama (805) 343-6026 

July 23 Obstacles Clinic Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

July 23 Claystation Playday/Lessons Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

July 29-31  Duck Club HDT & Pleasure Drive Oxnard, CA Geoff Gee (310) 456-2451 

mailto:castang@unwiredbb.com
mailto:pinerose1@yahoo.com
mailto:mjatonna@gmail.com
http://www.californiadrafthorseauction.com/
http://www.santaynezmuseum.org/
http://www.clarksredtopshires.com/
http://www.muledays.org/
http://www.mariposawagontrain.org/


August 3 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

August 13 Miniature Drill Team Practice Madera, CA Marie McKee (559) 868-4245 

August 20 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

August 20-21 Claystation Horse Park HDT Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

August 27 ADT Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

Sept 3-4 Dressage Extraordinaire  Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

September 4 Delightful Day of Driving Arroyo Grande Liz Miller (805) 543-9288 

September 10 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

Sept 11 Sargent Equestrian CA Scurry Lodi, CA Jeanne Williams (209) 727-0200 

September 17 Obstacles Clinic Paso Robles, CA Linda Fairbanks (805) 237-8476 

Sept 15-18 Shady Oaks CDE Lodi, CA www.shadyoaksevents.com  

Sept 23-25  Draft Horse Classic Grass Valley, CA www.nevadacountyfair.com/dhc  

Sept 28- Oct 3  International Horse, Mule & Draft Show Pomona, CA  

October 1 Brass Oak Pleasure Drive Carrizo Plains, CA Jill Beebe (805) 467-3333 

October 5 CVHA MEETING@ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

October 8 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

October 9 Brass Oak Buddy Buggy Days Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

October 15-16 Claystation Fall Classic Pleasure Show Wilton, CA Debbie Packard (916) 687-7948 

October 16 ETI Corral 12 Driving Playday Sylmar, CA Katie Twohy (818) 768-5560 

October 21-23 CAA Learning Weekend Hollister, CA Jill Ryder _jill@windstream.net  

October 29 Halloween Hustle Pleasure Show Thousand Oaks www.whiprsnappers.com  

November 3-5 CA Draft Horse & Equipment Sale Tulare, CA www.californiadrafthorseauction.com  

November 19 Frank Luetz Lessons Arroyo Grande Ann McClure (805) 481-0530 

December 7 CVHA MEETING @ DENNY’S FRESNO, CA Brent Patten (559) 298-4124 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Message 

     At the last meeting we conducted a short survey to get a better idea of what the club members were interested in or felt 

was needed to make a better club.  I would like to continue this to the extended members who are not always able to make 

the meetings.  I will be sending out the questions to the email addresses that I have for the newsletter, but have added the 

questions in this issue so that some of you can respond by mail.   

     Probably one of the more thought provoking questions was in regards to whether the club would be willing to provide a 

stipend to individuals who would take on the duties of organizing some of the more elaborate events that the members would 

like to participate in.  Several members have mentioned that they have helped organize and/or volunteer many times, but I 

have never had the opportunity to drive.  The idea of offering stipends for some identified events or activities was to possibly 

bring in others who could help with organizing.  It has been tried over the years by several methods, but not as a stipend from 

the club.  Your thoughts on this idea and the others would be very much appreciated. 

Brent Patten 

2011 CVHA – Members’ Survey 

1. What would you like to get from the club? 

2.  What do you enjoy the most about the club?   

3.  What would you like changed to improve the club? 

4.  What are your driving goals and how could the club help you meet your goals? 

5.  What type of programs would you like to see offered at the meetings? 

6.  What would improve the meetings?   (location, time, format, etc) 

7.  Do you feel that the board handles club business in an appropriate manner? 

 Any suggestions 

8.  What events or activities interest you the most?   

9.  What hinders you the most from attending activities or the meetings? 

10.  What events should we plan for this year? 

11.  Without organizers events generally don’t happen.  Would you be in favor of offering stipends to members, or non-

members, for their time organizing some identified events? 

12.  What should the club focus on or any suggestions for this next year? 

http://www.shadyoaksevents.com/
http://www.nevadacountyfair.com/dhc
mailto:_jill@windstream.net
http://www.whiprsnappers.com/
http://www.californiadrafthorseauction.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVHA Newsletter Advertising Rates: 
Classified Ads: 
Members: $3 with a maximum of 25 words.  
$5 with a photo and maximum of 25 words. 
Non-Members: $5 with a maximum of 25 words.  
$8 with a photo and maximum of 25 words. 
Per Issue Rates: 
Quarter Page$10 
Half Page $20 
Annual Rates: 
Business card ad: $35 per year (12 issues) 
Quarter Page: $60 per year (12 issues) 
Half Page: $75 per year (12 issues) 
Full Page:  $150 per year (12 issues) 
Articles & Photos: 
This is your newsletter, please send any driving event 
news & photos for publication to krknight1@aol.com   
or snail mail to: 
Kristi Knight, 114 S. Anderson Rd., Exeter, CA 93221 
The CVHA Newsletter is published monthly and is e-
mailed to members and posted on the website on the 
members’ page on the 15th of the month.  Deadline for 
articles, photos & ads is the 12th of the month 
(or sooner, preferably). 
 

Adopted Budget for CVHA – 2011 

Income: Membership Dues:   1955.00 
  Events (fundraisers)     100.00 

  Newsletter Ads     150.00 

  *Sale of Sound System  1500.00  (One-time income) 

      Total Income: 3705.00 

Expenses: 
Operating Expenses:  

Administration Expenses    300.00 

  ADS Club Dues       60.00 

  Insurance for Club   1600.00 

  Newsletter      300.00 

Website       100.00 

*Web Page Design     600.00   (New one-time expense) 

Total :              2960.00 

Club Activities:                               Seed Money   500.00 

  (Based on the philosophy that events will break-even.)      

     

Possible Sponsorships/Driving Promotion:    400.00   

    

    Total Possible Expenses:                3860.00 

 
Carryover   (From 2010)-     6346.11 

Possible Income for 2011   3705.00 

    Total Available                    10051.11 

 

 

mailto:krknight1@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CENTRAL VALLEY HARNESS ASSOCIATION 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 2/2/11 

     A regular General Meeting of the Central Valley 

Harness Association was held at Denny’s Restaurant on 

Wednesday evening, February 2, 2011   

     The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m., by the 

President, Brent Patton.  There were four guests present 

and no new members.  A survey of the members was 

distributed, asking for feedback on preferences for club 

activities for the coming year.   

MINUTES: 

     The Minutes of the December 2010 general meeting 

were approved as distributed in the Newsletter. 

 TREASURER’S REPORT: 

     Cheryl Thompson read the 2010 year end Treasurer’s 

report.  In spite of a lag in membership renewals, we still 

have a healthy reserve in our account.  She also 

reviewed the financials for the month of January, 2011.   

 COMMUNICATIONS: 

     The secretary reported that very little mail has been 

received of late.  We did receive our ADS membership 

renewal certificate.  Also, we received confirmation of 

renewal of our liability insurance.  

OLD BUSINESS: 

     Brent reported that the revision of our website is still in 

progress, and he will be contacting our webmaster as to 

the status of that.  Unfortunately, at this time, only the 

home page is available, and some of the info there is 

incomplete.  NOTE:  THE DATE FOR RAM TAP 

PLAYDAY/CLINIC HAS BEEN CHANGED TO MARCH 5 

AND 6.   

     Sue Jackson has been helping Susan Castang to 

update the new roster of members for this year.  If you do 

not see yourself on the new roster, you should check with 

her – you may need to renew your membership!   

NEW BUSINESS: 

     Brent presented the 2011 Budget for the club.  A copy 

can be obtained on request from him.  It was motioned to 

be approved by Jack McKee, and seconded by Kim 

Johnson.  It was approved by all present. 

     The upcoming Tulare Draft Horse and Equipment 

auction on April 1 and 2 was discussed.  We would like to 

have a booth there to promote our club.  Brent Patten and 

Sharon Booth have volunteered to help cover the booth, but we 

need more volunteers to help out.  Gretchen Lee offered to 

help also. If we can arrange for our booth to be next to the 

other club booths, then we can cross cover with them.        

     Sallie Phillips discussed the upcoming Ram Tap 

playday on March 5 and 6.  There will be use of 2 

hazards and a scurry course at will.  There will not be a 

lunch this year, so be sure to bring your own!  There will 

also be a clinic with Frank Luetz, a distinguished driver,  

trainer and teacher from Santa Paula, CA.  He will be 

available for lessons on both days, and will be at a 

pot luck dinner on Saturday night for discussion with 

the group on driving topics.  Sallie will be sending out 

the flyer for this soon.  As usual this event should be 

a blast and offer driving opportunities for all levels of 

drivers.  Staying overnight Saturday is an option on 

the entry form, but you must make special 

arrangements with Sallie if you want to stay 

overnight on Friday.  We will drive RAIN OR SHINE!!   

     Susan Castang discussed the fun drive at her 

house on February 19.  Please let her know ASAP if 

you are attending this.  Please see the flyer she will 

be sending out soon.   

     The general meeting of CVHA was adjourned at 

7:45, on the motion of Jack McKee, seconded by 

Clare Phillips, and approved by all present.  

PRESENTATION: 

     Sue Jackson was kind enough to bring a DVD of 

a performance of Cavaglia – the Cirque du Solei 

event which incorporates multiple horses at liberty on 

a stage, interacting with humans including 

riders/acrobats.  It was an incredible performance, 

that left us all wondering how they could have 

possibly done all that!  And with stallions, to boot!    
 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Sharon Booth.   

 

Next CVHA Meeting: 

Wednesday, 

April 6, 2011 

at Denny’s 

on Blackstone  

at Herndon 

Fresno, CA 

7:00 P.M.  

Guests Welcome! 

 



                    

We Love Driving Event 
Saturday, Feb 19, 2011 

 

39774 Dunlap Road 

Dunlap, CA 

Details: 
 

9:00am – 3:00pm 

Potluck Lunch 12-1 
 

 

Enjoy driving around in the sunshine of the mountains.  Be prepared to cross a 

running creek.  No awards, timed events or other judged events will be held.  

This is a day to bring your rig and have fun.  There will be a scurry course set up 

to practice on for those who are interested. 
 

Contact Susan Castang at 559-338-2346 if you have any questions. 
 

 



Come Play with UsCome Play with UsCome Play with UsCome Play with Us    
 

Central Valley Harness Association 
invites you to 

the RamTap Playday on 

March 5 & 6, 2011 
For further details, contact: 

Sallie Phillips pinerose1@yahoo.com 559.960.5929 

 
RAM TAP PLAYDAY WITH FRANK LUETZ 

March 5 & 6, 2011 
RAMTAP 7430 N. Weber Avenue  FRESNO CA 

 

CVHA is proud to announce the early spring Playday and Clinic for everyone to enjoy and prepare for the 2011 driving 
season. We are very fortunate to have Frank Luetz, just recently from Germany who truly shows his passion for horses 
every time he works with a horse and student. He brings a vast amount of knowledge of classical training and has  
German certification as an advanced level instructor and driver of singles and multiples.  In addition, he uses this  
experience to bring you and your horse into harmony and makes it fun for both you and your horse to drive, whether it be 
for excelling in competition or driving safely and enjoyably with a willing partner. 
 
In addition we will have hazards, lots of tracks to drive, water to drive in, cones and  a scurry course. 
 
Check-in at 8 a.m.  Safety check before driving.  Open til dark. 
 
Saturday night meet Frank Luetz potluck dinner in nearby Madera. Bring your favorite dish. Map to dinner at Saturday 
check in. Frank will be eager to answer any kind of driving question you have. Nonparticapants are welcome.  

  Friday 
Night  

Stabling* 

 
Saturday 

Fee 

Saturday 
Night  

Stabling 

 
Sunday Fee 

 
TOTAL 

Members of CVHA Per turnout/per day $35 xxxx _____ xxxx _____ _____ 

Non-Members of CVHA Per turnout/per day $45 xxxx _____ xxxx _____ _____ 

Stalls with bedding (one bale) $25 per night per horse ____ xxxx _____ xxxx _____ 

Clinic $70 Member/$80 Non-Member xxxxx _____ xxxxx _____ _____ 

TOTAL      _____ 

Make checks payable to: CVHA    

Mail entry and fees to: RamTap Playday, 33041 Auberry Rd., #110 Auberry CA 93602 

Complete the above form.  Include the form with your payment. 

Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________________________________ 

E-mail ______________________________________________________ 

*Friday stabling by arrangement only. 

HELMETS ARE REQUIRED 
All d

ogs
 on 

leas
hes

 

February 4, 2011 



 

 

CVHA Basic Driving Training Series 2011 

With Denise Cuendett 

Session 1 – March 5 - RamTap – Fresno, CA   
Basic Training Driving Principles for Horse and Driver (and assistant) 

*Hands on workshop of the Basic Principles 
*Evaluation of driver and horse 

*Group drive or knowledgeable drivers will be available to nondrivers 
 to have a safe fun driving experience 

$20 CVHA members $30 nonmembers 
Use RamTap flyer entry form and RamTap grounds fees will apply 

 

Session 2 – April 16 -  Patten Ranch – Prather, CA 
a.  Basic Driving clinic with Denise:    

Similar to RamTap workshop with additional instructor in an enclosed large 
arena to meet the needs of the beginner driver. 

b.  Pre-hitching clinic 1 with advanced drivers 
Preparing the horse to drive…correct harnessing, fitting,  ground driving, ground 
manners , drag, desensitization  in an enclosed arena BYO LUNCH and chair 

and visit with clinicians 
$20 CVHA members $30 nonmembers 

Session 3 – May 7 – Castang’s – Dunlap, CA 
and Patten Ranch – Prather, CA 

a.  Castang ranch with Denise Cuendett 
Open driving instruction with hills, hazards, road and tracks, water crossings.   
All horses that will be driven must have been hitched and be safe driving out or 
in an arena.  

b.  Pre-hitching clinic 2 at Patten Ranch 
Continuing from prehitching clinic 1:  Continue training, 

possible fitting to cart, horse led driving if ready 
$20 CVHA members $30 nonmembers 

 
For more information please contact:  
Sallie Phillips (559) 299-0865  or pinerose1@yahoo.com  or 
Susan Castang (559) 338-2346 or castang@unwiredbb.com or 
Brent or Lois Patten (559) 298-4124 or bwpatten@gmail.com 

mailto:pinerose1@yahoo.com
mailto:castang@unwiredbb.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Valley Harness Association 

P.O. Box 1192 
Clovis, CA  93613 
 

Postage 

The purposes for which this organization is formed are to promote the 
education and training of the public in the safe use of the equine in 
harness for pleasure, recreation, and sport, and for the advancement of 
the collecting and restoration of equine drawn vehicles. 
Please visit our website at www.centralvalleyharnessassociation.com  

                                                          CVHA Membership Application  

Date:                 _____________________ 
Name:               _________________________________________________________________ 
Address:           _________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:            ______________________________Cell Phone:___________________________ 
E-mail:            __________________________________________________________________ 
Individual Membership $35               Family Membership $45   

New member             Renewal   

I wish to receive the CVHA Newsletter via e-mail           or US Postal Service           (choose one) 

Please make checks payable to CVHA  
Mail to:     CVHA  
                   P.O. Box 1192 
                   Clovis, CA  93613 
Are you a member of Carriage Association of America?   Yes              No    
CVHA Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31.  Exception:  For those joining on or after October 1 of the 
current year, the membership will be valid to December 31of the following year.  Thank you for joining and welcome to 
our club. 

  

  

  

  

http://www.centralvalleyharnessassociation.com/

