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For a first time Pleasure Driving Show, the ADS
rated Fall Classic, at Clay Station Horse Park in Wilton,
CA was a huge success! About 65 turnouts of all
shapes and sizes came including draft horses! Classes
were carefully selected by the organizer, Debbi
Packard so that everyone could come and enjoy the
show. Juniors, novice, pony, horse, multiples,
marathon and draft horse divisions packed the
weekend. The main arena was the venue's driven
dressage arena, all in grass with a white chain marking
the boundaries and autumn colored flowers were
mounted in the irrigation uprights setting a festive
mood. A black Amish wagon placed just outside of the v
arena was decorated with fall flowers making a nice
picture perfect entry. The safe and secure covered
arena adjacent to the main arena was used for some of
the novice classes, junior and miniature horse classes.
Outside on a grassy covered area were the cones
classes.

Y Saturday morning began with "breakfast
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| The Hank Boyd Memorial Perpetual Trophy is presented drive” where most of the entries went out for a nice x
NAA | to Celine Rickards by Larry Newcomb, President of the country drive and upon their return were treated with a = 3 4

1 Antique Carriage Club. Groom Gary is holding the tasty baked goodie and a beverage. There was a drive %

| award for the Antique Carriage Class. Photos courtesy & ride class which was a lot of fun to watch as well as a !
KA of Kathy Higgins- www.kathyhigginsphotography.com" carriage dog class that was very entertaining indeed!

There was plenty of parking in nice settings on grass
and under or near trees which made it very nice for
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/ keeping your turnout clean. ’
% Everything ran like clockwork with Simon Rosenman %
) of Canada as technical delegate and Marsoe LaRose /O
as judge for the pleasure driving classes and Jane
Merritt judged most all the other classes. Buck

Scholderer was the show announcer and did a
wonderful job keeping the three ring circus in order
and wife Patty was the pre event secretary and
otherwise big helper at the show. Jenni Haas did a
great job with the program and acted as show
secretary. Though they did not have any special titles,
Linda and Jim Jeffery did a bang up job with many of j
the loose ends at the show and in pre-event
preparation. There were other wonderful helpers and |
know they were much appreciated by all! To name a
few of our members who competed besides me and my .
husband/groom Gary, Sharon Booth, Debra Manning,
Heidi and Breanna Sheahan, Jennifer Sperry, as well
as past member Phyllis Rumley. Everyone had a great
time and we're all looking forward to coming back next "
year!
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August Summer Camp at Ann McClures
by Sallie Phillips

In late August, Sharon Booth, Clara Phillips , and |
went to the Summer Camp/ ADT in Arroyo Grande.
Larry Brinker was the clinician , and Holly Brinker was
the judge. We arrived on Thursday and in keeping
with the wonderful hospitality at Ann's we had
enormous help in setting up our corrals. (I was still in
a knee brace from having surgery in July). As usual
the food was wonderful every day. Larry gave very
upbeat lessons with excellent explanations & visual
guides by demonstrating with his body language the
grace he can see in your horse.

Friday is always fun to go the the Farmers Market
at Avila Beach. Tons of good food, produce to buy, a
bank to listen to, all right on the shore. Saturday
afternoon we had some rain which was refreshing.

Ann asked me and Sharon and another fellow
camper to design the cones course...two pony drivers
and one horse driver. Without realizing it, we made a
fairly tight course, but fun. Ann helped us sort out the
bad spots before the ADT. | planned on only walking
the hazards as | was driving in my knee brace, but
with Larry Brinker as my gator we trotted the whole
course with a little canter thrown in.

We had good club showing with Sharon Booth
driving Jessie , | drove Sam, Debra Manning drove
Kennis, and brought a darling white mini that did
wonderful despite little experience. Even Denise
Cuendett came for a few minutes one day.

Don’t miss this very fun annual event. It is worth
the drive in August to go cool out by the beach.

http://www.carriagedrivingessentials.com/calendar.php
Central Valley Harness Assn Website:
http://centralvalleyharnessassociation.com/




By Brent Patten

Even when the plans for David and Tam’s new home on their property were still on the drawing board, it was
clear that there was to be some space for driving activities. With the finishing of the house a few years ago, the laser-
leveled field in front of the house was planted in grass to provide hay in the summer, and a great surface for cones or
dressage after the cuttings. This past October the club planned an activity to make use of this facility in its first driving
event.

After Jack and Marie Mckee had a chance to look over the grounds, they suggested that the property would be
well suited for a “continuous drive”. With more walking and measuring, a plan for the drive was developed. The Drive
was comprised of 4 sections. Section A was a short marathon course of about 2 kilometers which included a drive
past the old house in the front of the property. In Section B, Drivers went to the dressage area in front of the house to
do their test. Section C was less than a kilometer and included 2 hazards of orange crates. Drivers then returned to a
timed Cones Course to complete the drive. There were rests between each section. The terrain was flat, dirt roads
with 3 streambed crossings with one becoming a water hazard after the rain 2 days before the event.

The almost 3 inches of rain also brought with it uncertainty regarding the footing in some areas. With clay type
soil some sections became “spongy”, so the horses got a real workout. The rain also brought a kind of warm humidity
that most of us don’t experience here in the valley. It was like being in the south during August.

Thanks to those who put in the extra effort to make this happen: Jack & Marie McKee, Clyde & Belva
Stevenson, the Back Country Horsemen (Karen & Dave Whitehead, Rob & Denise Robinson, Mike Ezra & Barbara
Kelly); Celine & Gary Rickards, Dean Castang, Jim & Julie Roesbery, Denise Cuendett, the ladies in the kitchen, and
other members who helped out. But a big thanks to the Ketscher's for the use of their great place for a great drive.




Please come to our club's annual
meeting on December 2nd, 2009
for elections to the board and our
little Christmas party . Cake will be
served after dinner and there will be
a gift exchange !

If you would like to participate in the
gift exchange, please bring an
inexpensive wrapped gift (if the
gift is specifically for a man or a

woman, please note that on a tag).

Questions?
Call Celine at 209-966-4499.

Nominees for CVHA

Board Members

The nomination committee made
up of Sharon Booth, Susan
Castang, and Celine Rickards have
nominated Kim Johnson and Cheryl
Thompson for the positions on the
CVHA Board being vacated by Vice
President Kristi Knight and
Treasurer Sallie Phillips. The
election of the board members will
be held at the December meeting.
Members wanting to vote must be
present at the annual meeting and
be members in good standing.




President’'s Message

In a few more weeks the club will be facing a major dilemma when Barbara Spring steps down as our
club secretary. Over the years this very capable lady has developed the office into a well organized position
of responsibility for the club. She carried out the tasks of secretary beyond expectations and put in many
extra hours to be sure the operations of the club were completed in a timely and accurate manner. It will
clearly be impossible to find someone to replace her with all the skills to take on the tasks she was able to
conduct.

One of the major tasks that Barbara took on and spent much time developing was the club web site.
The board has been discussing how to address this problem, and it seems that we agree that this is one job
that should be set aside for another person rather than part of the secretary’s list of “to do’s”. We have been
looking into the easiest way to transfer the job to another club member, since it will require computer
hardware and possibly software. We have had a few individuals looking into doing this, but it would be ideal
to find someone who may have some experience in web sites to help with this. Let me know if you are
interested or have ideas on how to help with this.

Obviously we will also be looking for someone to take over the other duties of the secretary for the
club. Record keeping and other paperwork is a major job of this office, and the requirements are not getting
any easier these days. Barbara has put together guideline sheets, documents, and sample forms to assist
the new person. In the past, the secretary has also been a board member. Once again, if you are
interested in filling this role or would like more information about the position, contact me at
bwpatten@gmail.com.

Brent Patten

Safety Tips #2

Here are more safety rules when hitching
and unhitching that are found in the Carriage
Association of America’s informational booklet:

NEVER:
- Try to bridle a horse away from

home stable without securing him

with a rope around the neck.

Hitch a horse to a vehicle without the

reins attached to the bridle

Try to back a horse between shafts

that are on the ground

Take the bridle off while the horse is

still hooked to the vehicle

Allow anyone to sit in the carriage

before the driver is seated

ALWAYS:
- Have a capable person with you

when driving a green horse

Carry your whip or at least have it

ready at hand

Carry your spares kit

Remember to signal to others before

stopping or turning

Take care when passing other

carriages and not too fast

Watch your horse, especially the

ears, which give warning of alarm




November 15, 2009 — Fun Driving Trial — Phelan CA
No marathon, Part of the ADT/HDT CA Challenge.
Wagon Train Ranch & Co.,

P.O. Box 290155 Phelan, CA 92329.

Diane Pitzler , (760)-900-9498

December 4-6, 2009 CAA Driver Proficiency

Program — Wilton, CA

Clay Station Horse Park. CAA Driver Proficiency

Evaluation, Level 1

Jane Moody tiny tandem@yahoo.com

December 5, 2009 Winter Tea Drive — Woodland, CA
Woodland Stallion Station. Shelly Chavoor
(530) 753-6761 or smchavoor@shcglobal.net

For a more comprehensive calendar of events,
Please visit the Western Regional Calendar,
Courtesy of Celine Rickards

and Carriage Driving Essentials at:

http://www.carriagedrivingessentials.com/calendar.p hp

December 12, 2009 Raymond Christmas Drive —

Raymond, CA

Gretchen Lee (559).683.7516 itch2stitch@sti.net
or Mary Lou Mazzella (559) 683-7320

February 13, 2010 — Sweetheart ADT — Hesperia, CA
Suellen Hall (661)-944-4677 suellenhall62@yahoo.com

March 13-14, 2010 — Arizona HDT- Coolidge, AZ
Goree Farms. www.azcarriage.org ADCS HDT

Committee (928) 636-4228 mjatonna@commspeed.net

9 Year old, 16hd French
Thoroughbred well started in
driving. Brilliant Will was
driven in the arena and on
trails over water and bridges.
He is quiet and sound of body
and mind. This beautiful
horse is offered for sale for
$3000./including a marathon
leather harness.

More pictures and video on
horsetopia.com under driving
horse category. Contact:
Gretchen Henne in Clovis, Ca
at 541-530-0973 or email to
gahl6@prodigy.net.

Newsletter Advertising Rates

Classified Ads

Members: $3 with a maximum of 25 words.
Non-Members: $5 with a maximum of 25 words.
Per Issue Rates

Quarter Page $10

Half Page $20

Annual Rates

Business card: $35 per year (12 issues)
Quarter Page: $60 per year (12 issues)

Half Page: $75 per year (12 issues)

Full Page: $150 per year (12 issues)

Articles & Photos

The CVHA Newsletter is published monthly and
posted on our website on the 15™ of the month.
The deadline for articles, photos and ads is the
12" of the month. Please submit to me via e-mail
at: Krknightl@aol.com

Or snail mail to:

Kristi Knight, editor

114 S. Anderson Rd.

Exeter, CA 93221

12 year old, 16.1hd
Thoroughbred gelding trail horse
who was started in harness. This
tall, elegant horse has been my
trail horse for years. He was
recently driven in hand in harness
in the arena and on trails. He
drags poles quietly and has been
around carts in motion. | sold my
cart before hooking him up but he
was ready. Fionn will be a
beautiful driving horse. $2000/bo
to excellent home. Contact:
Gretchen Henne in Clovis, Ca at
541-530-0973 or email to
gahl6@prodigy.net.
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CVHA
P.O. Box 1192
Clovis CA 93613

The purposes for which this organization is formed are to
promote the education and training of the public in the safe
use of the equine in harness for pleasure, recreation and
sport, and for the advancement of the collecting and
restoration of equine drawn vehicles.

Please visit our website at www.centralvalleyharnessassociation.com

C:\Documents and Settings\Barbara\My Documents\CVHA\Newsletters\NewsletterCoverPage-Blank(not MM).doc

CVHA Membership Application

Date: |

Name: ‘

Address: ‘

City, State Zip ‘

Phone: | Cell Phone: |

E-mail: |
Birthday: | Birthday: (year is optional)

Individual Membership $35 2 Family Membership $45 =

New Member I Renewal I

| wish to receive the CVHA Newsletter via e-malil = or U.S. Postal Service = (choose one method please)

Please make checks payable to CVHA
Mail to: CVHA
P.O. Box 1192
Clovis, CA 93613 r r
Are you a member of the Carriage Association of America? Yes No

(Membership Year runs from January 1 thru December 31. Exception: For those joining on or after October 1 of the current year, the
membership will be valid to December 31 of the following year.) Thank you for joining and welcome to our club



